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Hon. Secretary

Julian Bewick

1 Church Cottages

Monkton Combe

Bath BA2 7HB


Phone
01225 723583

Email
julian@bewick.org
BWB LICENCES : Boats that are not already licensed to go on BWB rivers must have day licences, which will be paid for by the event. A responsible representative from each club will be asked to sign a declaration that BWB Day Licences are being obtained for the correct number of boats.

TO GET TO SALTFORD: Saltford is on the A4 between Bristol and Bath.  See www.bluefriars.org.uk/sbh for more details. The car park is in the Avon County RC field which has an entrance about 20 yards inside the 30 mph signs on the Bath side of Saltford. (51 23’ 50”N 2 26’ 58”W) Conditions in the car park may be extremely muddy. You are advised to wear wellies. PLEASE NOTE THAT TRAFFIC THROUGH BATH CAN BE EXTREMELY SLOW.

REGISTRATION will be at University of Bristol  BC. This year, to speed the process,  we require a signed print out of your club's entry details which can be found using the link to your club at  www.bluefriars.org.uk/sbh/data/index.htm . The form should also be used by you to register substitutions, scratching and details of boats for British Waterways licensing purposes. Substitutes will have to produce their BR cards at registration.


CHANGING FACILITIES - None, so please come changed.  

USE OF LAND:  Competitors must park boat trailers in the Avon County Field next to the main road, and boat at Avon County Boat House. Please park trailers tidily next to the railway line. Space for cars is limited – officials only.

LAUNCHING AND RACE TIMES- See Starting Order. Please boat on time or earlier. Please launch as slickly as possible so you won't have to wait too long on the water.  Help other crews, and don't hang back.

ABOVE THE START Competitors should arrange themselves facing upstream in the positions specified. Instructions will be given for taking tracksuits off and turning, after which competitors must be prepared to race immediately. 

AT THE START Competitors must follow instructions from marshalls, and keep closely bunched until told to spread to out about 100m above the start.  The order "No. x, GO!" will be given just below the railway bridge, and the time recorded from several lengths downstream. GAPS of several minutes will be included in the start sequence.

DURING THE RACE overtaking boats have right of way.  There is plenty of room for passing, except at the railway bridge half way down the course. The LEFT HAND ARCH OF THIS BRIDGE SHOULD BE USED. (INSIDE OF THE CORNER)  Any boat about to be overtaken must move out of the way and give audible warning if necessary.  An Umpire will be posted at the Bridge.

SAFETY:  Competitors will not be allowed to launch unless they are wearing clothing appropriate to the weather conditions. In the event of any accident, stay with your boat, and move to the side.  Following competitors MUST GIVE ASSISTANCE as is appropriate. A launch will follow the last boat in each division.  FOUR launches will be on duty. 

AT THE FINISH (which will be marked clearly with a post) at the downstream end of Saltford R.C. boathouse site (the boathouse no longer exists!), competitors must paddle on to keep clear of following boats. N.B. It may be necessary to move the finish upstream .  Any change will be announced. 

OTHER RIVER TRAFFIC: The River is open to other traffic. Racing may have to be delayed; if it is, you are asked to be patient. It is possible that narrow boats, etc, may be moving on the river during racing and marshalling. If you meet other traffic, you must keep RIGHT, and treat  other river users with caution and respect.

CLASSIFICATIONS: I will consider merging some classes before the race so that almost all competitors will be competing for prizes. A list of groupings will be posted.  FURTHER CHANGES MAY BE MADE ON THE DAY TO ALLOW FOR SCRATCHINGS.  IT WILL BE A GREAT HELP IF SCRATCHINGS CAN BE NOTIFIED BY PHONE OR EMAIL AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE.

RESULTS will be announced as soon as possible after the race and prizes will be presented. Results will be posted at www.bluefriars.org.uk/sbh 

Julian Bewick    (Hon. Secretary)
(http://www.bluefriars.org.uk/sbh/2011/docs/notes2011.doc)

RAFTS


The rafts will be crowded, and competitors must boat early and efficiently if the race is to run on time. Whilst wishing to maintain the friendly informality of the occasion, none of us wants chaos or long waits on the water, so:

COMPETITORS WILL BE EXPECTED TO LAUNCH IN ORDER AT THE TIMES SPECIFIED OR EARLIER. (SEE STARTING LIST). PLEASE KEEP THINGS MOVING ON THE RAFTS. IF A CREW IS NOT READY, THE  BOAT MUST BE KEPT OUT OF THE WAY.

Have oars and boats ready on time.  Help each other on the raft as much as possible.

CLASSIFICATION

Some classes will be merged on the day to create as much competition as possible. It will be a great help if notice of scratching can be given to Secretary as far in advance of the race as possible.

REGISTRATION

Racing numbers will have been packed in envelopes, and may be collected on arrival. Envelopes for ALL crews in each club will be issued together. ALL British Rowing numbers and names of competitors are reqired before numbers are issued to each club.

BOAT LAUNCHING

Please adhere to the time-table.  In past years races have been held up because of late launching by some crews. For the sake of all, NO CREW will be allowed to leave the landing stages late. It may be, of course, that unforeseen circumstances delay the whole time-table, but do NOT assume that it will be all right to launch late. If racing gets ahead of schedule, a division may be called to boat early. Listen for announcements.

BOATS LAUNCHING AT NEWBRIDGE

It is assumed that all boats except those of Minerva RC will launch at Saltford. Boats launching at Newbridge must  collect numbers from Saltford (in one envelope for whole club); have boats checked by an official; liaise with the Secretary about suitable launching times; warming up allowed, but ONLY upstream of a point 150 metres above mid-course railway bridge; turn to paddle upstream as soon as any boat coming up from Saltford reaches the bridge. If warming up is needed, launch as a group in good time, and wait facing upstream above the mid-course bridge, then slot into line of boats moving to the start. After the race, wait near the Marina well downstream of Avon County RC (ie out of the way of boats coming in at Avon). 

HELP THE EVENT RUN SMOOTHLY

Park tidily.  (Trailers lined up on the railway side of the field. Cars on the road side. Trailers have priority)

Have your oars and boat ready on time. Disembark quickly.

JMB October 2011

ADVICE – 2011

NOTE FOR ALL COMPETITORS

There is a rough Google map of the course at  http://www.bluefriars.org.uk which is worth studying before the race.  Zoom in, and change the view to satellite view.

If you are unfamiliar with the course, have a look in particular at a  close-up of the area around the bridge in the middle of the course.

The correct line to take at this corner when racing is to keep to the  ”correct” or right-hand (North) of the river until about the point marked H on the map.  At this stage start taking the corner so that by the time you get to the bridge you take the inside arch marked at G. i.e. the wrong side of the river.

There is a buttress in the middle of the bridge, and if you position yourself on the south side of the river at H, you're taking the corner too early, and you are likely to collide with the buttress!  We hope to put in a post marked H at the appropriate point on the bank. It will be worth noting Corner H on the way up to the start.

However, if two or more boats approach Corner H in close proximity, they must listen for the Marshal's instructions, WHICH MUST BE OBEYED. 

You may be directed to take the right-hand arch or if safety requires you may be asked to stop. When issuing these instructions the marshals will try to favour the quicker or overtaking crew. 

VETERANS

We propose to run the handicapping system for veterans so that as many competitors as possible can be aiming for prizes.  See the Almanack 2011 for an explanation of how it works. 

We always aim to get results out quickly, and there is a danger that the calculations involved in veteran handicapping will delay publication of other results. Raw veteran results will be published as quickly as possible, and the veterans may be asked to work out handicapped times for themselves.  The handicap tables will be available.

LAUNCHING EARLY

In past years the race has sometimes been held up by crews that take a long time to get to the start. You may if you wish launch EARLY, and go up as far as Minerva RC which is about 300m below the start. You may get out there and shelter from the rain (or the sun!), and re-launch just before the race.  

DRESS WARMLY IF NECESSARY

You may have to wait some time at the start, so dress suitably for the weather. 

TIME PENALTY FOR LAUNCHING LATE

Some crews (senior ones in particular) have in the past held back from launching on time, resulting in other people getting cold at the start.  If you are not ready to launch and in the queue at your launch time, a TIME PENALTY MAY BE IMPOSED OR YOU MAY BE SCRATCHED.

Monkton Bluefriars Head Race - Notes on Safety - The “Row Safe” water safety code applies

The course and conditions 

Study the map of the course.

The river sometimes floods or flows quickly. The secretary will consult the safety adviser about the state of the river, and they may not allow some classes to race if conditions are bad. Competitors will be informed in good time if flood conditions are likely. 

Competitors

Wear clothing suitable for the occasion. If it is cold or wet, juniors will not be allowed on the water if they are inadequately dressed.

Coxes must wear lifejackets of the correct type.

If you fall in, stay with your boat and swim with it to the bank.

If you see someone else who has fallen in, give assistance as necessary.

Look out for other river users. The river is not closed, and there may be other craft, some of which may ignore the race.

Marshals

There will be marshals and race monitors posted along the course. These will communicate via mobile phone and radios.

Safety Boats 

There will be at least three boats on the course - one at the start one at the mid-course bridge and one at the finish. 

Further boats used by marshals will be on the water, but these will not be fully kitted out to rescue.

To summon a rescue boat, contact the nearest race monitor, or telephone the safety adviser (who will be at the bridge) on secretary on 0770 688 3416

Medical Help

First-aiders be on hand at the boathouse. Following consultations in the region, it has been decided not to have an ambulance on site all day. The hospital is 10 to 15 minutes away. At least one car will be reserved for emergency use. It will be parked at the boathouse and clearly labelled.

Emergency telephones

Most officials have mobile phones, and they will certainly be available at the start, the bridge, the finish and the boathouse.

Urgent Contact with clubs

The mobile phone declared on the entry form may be used to get in touch with you.

Traffic

The exit from the Avon County field on to the A4 can be difficult. Be patient and get help if necessary. Some trailers will not get away till dusk. Make sure that your trailer lights are working. 

When launching your boats:

all adjustments to be made

before you reach the raft

have your oars ready

join the queue in good time

to launch at or before published time

after putting your boat in the water, a member of your team should be on hand with your oars and to deal with shoes

No adjustments on the raft
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41st  Year - Founded 1971 – 37th   Race 


Monkton Bluefriars Small Boats Head Race 8th October 2011 Under British Rowing Rules 


Entry list, results, etc., are  posted at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bluefriars.org.uk/sbh/"��www.bluefriars.org.uk/sbh/�


In aid of The Monkton Bluefriars Charitable Trust





NOTES FOR COMPETITORS





Your signature on this document indicates that all members of your team have read and 


understood the administration, circulation, safety and welfare notices








